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Dear Alumni, Family and Friends of Pacelli School, 

Before we begin another year of learning and experiencing the many blessings God has 
bestowed upon us at Pacelli Catholic School, we must take time to reflect on the many 
lessons from  the past school year.  

The Coronavirus that has impacted the entire world certainly has caused us to step back and look at what is most important 
to us in our lives: health, safety, relationships, time spent with family and our faith that carries us through even the most diffi-
cult times.  When the school pivoted from our traditional learning environment to distance learning, teachers, students and 
families made many sacrifices in their daily lives. Students and teachers could no longer interact face-to-face; students could 
not learn together with their peers in the same way, they couldn’t participate in sports, music or other social activities  in the 
manner they were accustomed; parents had to learn to become partners with faculty in providing education to their chil-
dren;  and administrators needed to immediately plan for a smooth transition to our “new normal.” In the following pages 
you will learn of the amazing ways the Pacelli community worked together during these challenging times. 

For the second year in a row we were able to end our fiscal  year WITHOUT tapping into the Austin United Catholic School 
Foundation funds, which has been our reality in recent years. Our budget is healthy and enrollment is on the rise. Robust en-
rollment this summer indicates that the addition of another kindergarten classroom is likely.  Donors have increased their 
giving and we also have a broader base of support from alumni and friends of the School even though the future of family 
incomes remains uncertain for many. 

We are pleased to announce that 100% of our graduating seniors in the class of 2020 will be attending post-secondary educa-
tional institutions. Forty-five percent took advantage of the Assurance Scholarship, now in its second year. The Assurance 
Scholarship, funded by the Hormel Foundation, provides Pacelli and  Austin High School seniors, who live in Austin and meet 
academic and volunteer hour requirements, with 100% of tuition and fees for any program at Riverland Community College. 
The remaining students are attending four-year colleges or universities around the country. Two of our graduates earned Na-
tional Merit Scholarships. 

Our preschool program continues to grow, providing more students with an excellent faith-based and caring environment and 
filling a great need in our community. The Montessori classroom which includes the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd pro-
gram had a successful first year. Our inaugural Montessori preschool classroom was full with 20 new students. In total, Pacelli 
provides opportunities for 100 preschool children each year. 

The recent racial inequities brought to the forefront of communities across the country make us realize the importance of 
assessing our messages to students regarding respecting and accepting all people. In the words of Christ, we will  continue to 
teach our students to “love thy neighbor as thyself.”  While these are challenging times, the resolve of our united Pacelli fami-
ly has never been stronger. 

Finally, I would like to welcome Mr. Kane Malo who stepped into the Principal position on July 1. I have moved into the part 
time position of President only as I transition into retirement.  Kane brings a strong education and faith-based background to 
our school..  Pacelli is in good hands! 

May Pacelli School, through your love prayers and support, forever be a place where our God is made known, loved and 
served.  

Yours in Christ, 
Jean McDermott 
President 

A Letter from 
    our President... 
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                              REVENUE   

Tuition and Fees $1,521,637.17 

(-)Scholarships/Financial Aid/Grants -$774,465.36 

Net Tuition and Fees $747,171.81 

Parish Subsidies $303,802.64 

Program Grants $130,599.70 

Contributions/Special Events $564,431.42 

Lunch Program $109,573.76 

Student Activities/Athletics $16,631.35 

TOTAL REVENUE AND SUPPORT $1,872,210.68 

2019-2020 Financial Summary  
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                               EXPENSES   

Instructional/Student Expense $1,472,696.05 

Advancement/Special Events $37,726.16 

Plant and Maintenance $185,003.71 

Lunch Program $135,165.14 

General and Administrative $201,930.74 

TOTAL EXPENSE $1,897,356.66 
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Looking Ahead to 2020-2021… We welcome more new faces to Pacelli’s Administration Department!        
(Continued on page 9) 

Q: Where did you grow 
up?  What is your favor-
ite childhood memory?  
I grew up in Austin, MN. 
My favorite childhood 
memory was when my 
mom and I went to Ha-
waii. I learned so much 
about World War II. 
Q: What & where did 
you study?  What is 
your background? After 
leaving the Marine 
Corps where I was an 
Aviation Electrician, I 
went to Minnesota 

School of Business. I have a Bachelor's degree 

in Accounting and am currently working to-
ward my Masters in Business Administration. 
Q: Tell us about your family.  My dad and his 
brothers and sisters all went to Pacelli. My 
mom grew up in New Ulm Minnesota. Both my 
parents live in Austin, MN. 
 Q: Why Pacelli? I have always loved working 
with children and being here has given me the 
best of both worlds.  
Q: What is the most interesting part of your 
job? I would have to say meeting all the new 
families and doing what I can to help them 
out.  
Q: Who inspired you to pursue the career you 
have today? One of my teachers in college said 

to consider taking more accounting courses 
and I fell in love with it. 
Q: What are you happiest doing when not 
working?  I love farming. I have a small hobby 
farm with some cows, goats, ducks, and a lot 
of old tractors. I love being outdoors. 
Q: What are some causes you care about &/or 
involved in?  I am part of many Veteran organ-
izations in Austin and Rochester. The one clos-
est to my heart is THOR Detachment #606, 
Marine Corps League out of Rochester, where I 
serve as the Color Guard Sergeant and the Jr. 
Vice Commandant. I enjoy being Assistant 
Coordinator of the Southeast MN Toys for Tots 
toy drive each year, and being the Judge Advo-
cate for the State Marine Corps League.   

Sarah Belden 
Director of Business 

and Facilities 

Q: Where did you grow 
up?  What is your fa-
vorite childhood 
memory? I lived in Al-
bert Lea until I was 
eight years old and then 
in Faribault until col-
lege. My favorite child-
hood memories were 
staying with my grand-
parents in the Twin 
Cities for a month each 
summer and working in 
our family's printing 
shop in Faribault.  
Q: What & where did 

you study?  What is your background? I gradu-
ated from St Olaf College with majors in Psy-
chology and Sociology. I did some post-
graduate study at the U of M in Counseling 
Psychology before having my three children. I 
was fortunate to be able to stay at home with 
my three children until my youngest went to 
school. I then worked for the Northfield Public 

Schools in Community Education, Communica-
tions, and Human Resources for thirteen years 
followed by serving as Executive Director for 
the Northfield Arts Guild. After relocating to 
the Twin Cities I did fundraising for a variety of 
non-profit organizations. Before coming to 
Pacelli, I served as Chief Campaign Officer for 
Academy of Holy Angels in Richfield.  
Q: Tell us about your family. My husband, 
Terry, and I have six children--an almost Brady 
Bunch with his three sons and my two daugh-
ters and one son. We have 5 grandchildren 
ranging from seven to three years old. Terry 
and I live in Burnsville with our beloved Golden 
Retriever.  
Q: Why Pacelli?  When I was given the oppor-
tunity to serve as Director of Advancement for 
a school in Austin, MN, an hour and a half from 
my home, it was a calling and I was intrigued. 
My position would be working remotely in the 
Twin Cities where there are many Pacelli alum-
ni and coming to Pacelli one day per week. 
Through my experience at Holy Angels I 

learned the value of Catholic education and 
saw a need for my fundraising expertise at 
Pacelli. It was like I was coming back to my 
roots since my parents grew up in the Al-
bert Lea area. Driving through the beautiful 
farmland to a place that upholds strong and 
faith-filled values is truly a blessing. 
Q: What is the most interesting part of your 
job? I really enjoy listening to how people are 
connected to the school. Hearing their passion 
and dedication makes asking for financial sup-
port (something most people detest), a pleas-
ure.  
Q: Who inspired you to pursue the career you 
have today? When I was growing up in Fari-
bault, my father was always raising money for 
the church and community efforts. At an early 
age, I learned the importance of supporting 
organizations and people with whom you be-
lieve in.  
Q: What are you happiest doing when not 
working? I love to cook, garden, and spend 
time with our grandchildren.  

Rebecca Tofte 
Director of           

Advancement 

Q: Where did you grow 
up? What is your favorite 
childhood memory? Fair-
mont, MN. Playing base-
ball in the empty lot next 
door.  
Q: What & where did 
you study? I received my 
Bachelor's Degree from 
Concordia University, St. 
Paul, Masters in Educa-
tional Leadership from 
Southwest Minnesota 
State University, Licen-
sure in ESL from Minneso-
ta State University Man-

kato, and my K-12 Admin License from the 
University of Minnesota. 
Q: What is your background? I’ve taught 4th 
grade at St. Paul's Lutheran School, Fort 
Dodge, IA, 5/6th grade combination classroom 
at St. James Lutheran Northrop, MN, 4/5 grade 
classroom Alden-Conger School District, Alden, 
MN, 6-12 grade Reading and Math Support at 
Hayward Group Home, Hayward, MN, 9-12 EL 

Albert Lea High School, Albert Lea, MN, 6-8 EL 
Ellis Middle School, Tech Integrationist, and 
Dean of Students at Ellis Middle School and 9th 
grade EL Math Austin High School Austin, MN. 
Q: Tell us about your family. My wife Andrea 
and I have lived in Austin for 8 years.  She has 
worked at Austin High School for 21 years and 
is currently the Principal at Austin High 
School.  We have two dogs Murphy (yellow 
lab) and Wally (black lab). 
Q: Why Pacelli? I went to a Lutheran school for 
grades K-8, I know the impact private schools 
can have on a person both personally and spir-
itually. I worked in Lutheran schools in the 
past. There is just something special about 
private schools. There is a feeling of family and 
friendship that you don't necessarily find in the 
public schools. All schools get to watch chil-
dren grow physically and intellectually, but 
here at Pacelli we also get to watch our chil-
dren grow spiritually.  
Q: What is the most interesting part of your 
job? Getting to see the wonderment  and 
amazement of new information from the 
younger students, the difficult times when 

middle school students start to figure out their 
place in this world, to the high schoolers when 
they start to plan for what is next in life. Being 
able to discuss their life, dreams, and goals all 
from a lens that includes their faith in God. 
That’s the best part of this job.  
Q: Who inspired you to pursue the career you 
have today? My teachers at St. Paul's Lutheran 
School.  I have fond memories of those teach-
ers; they pushed, cared, and supported me. I 
remember going to my Math teacher’s house 
after wrestling practice to get help with Alge-
bra. I sat at her kitchen table as she made sup-
per for her family. I had fallen behind because I 
took a week off of school to go deer hunting. 
She did not say, “You went on vacation, you 
figure it out.” She, instead, opened her home, 
and we studied for an hour so I could get 
caught up. I was given a great education, the 
teachers always taught the student not the 
curriculum. That is what I still strive to do.  
Q: What are you happiest doing when not 
working? Spending time with Andrea and our 
dogs. Enjoying God's creation whether it be 
hunting, golfing, or just being outside. 

Kane Malo 
PK-12 Principal, 
Athletic Director 
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Keeping Catholic Education Accessible to ALL 
“Catholic Schools: Learn. Serve. Lead. Succeed.” This motto 
speaks to the great communities that are Catholic schools: 
faith-based schools focused on Catholic identity; places of 
knowledge with extraordinary academic excellence, 
achievement and service. 
 
Parents in the Austin area are blessed to have the choice of 
enrolling their children in a Catholic school, however, mak-
ing this choice becomes more difficult as our community 
demographics change, the cost of running a school and tui-
tion increases, the seats in our churches are no longer full, 
and our society is becoming more secular. Nearly 70% of 
the students in Austin qualify for Free/Reduced lunch. Over 
50% of students attending Pacelli qualify for Free/Reduced 
lunch. In light of these statistics, each year Pacelli provides 
over $600,000 in scholarships to students who would oth-
erwise be unable to attend our school. These scholarship 
funds come from a number of sources. 

Donor Scholarships are set up by alumni, parents and 
grandparents of alumni, friends and family of Pacelli stu-
dents and staff, and in memory of loved ones. Donors work 
with the advancement department to determine how schol-
arship monies are allocated to students. Students apply for 
these scholarships and are selected by the donor or a se-
lection committee each spring, as determined by the do-
nor. If you are interested in setting up a scholarship fund, 
please contact the Advancement Department.  

Adopt a Student is an opportunity for those with a passion 
for Catholic Education to Adopt a Student and contribute 
toward that child’s tuition.  This can be a long-term or short
-term commitment. It can be a small or a large gift.    If you 
are interested in Adopting a Student, please contact the Ad-
vancement Department.  

Seeds of Faith is an endowment fund set up through the 
Diocese of Winona-Rochester to support tuition based on 
financial need to be allocated to Diocese students annual-
ly.  Last year, 200 Diocese families received tuition assis-
tance totaling $134,400. Pacelli students were allotted 
$58,000 of these funds. 

Rothwell Endowment is an extension of the Seeds of Faith 
Endowment specifically designated for Hispanic families. 
24% of Pacelli’s students are of Hispanic origin. The Roth-
well Endowment’s earnings will distribute $16,500 through-
out the Diocese in the 2020-2021 school year. Pacelli stu-
dents were allotted $2,000 of these funds in 2019-2020. 

Hiawatha Education Foundation gives primarily to public 
and private tax-exempt Minnesota schools that are consid-
ering new/expanded pre-school Montessori programs, par-
ticularly for at-risk children. 50% of the students attending 
Pacelli’s new Montessori preschool qualified for this pro-
gram and received over $40,000 in tuition assistance. 

The George and Mary Kremer Foundation, established in 
1985, has been committed to providing Catholic elementary 
schools in the continental United States with tuition assis-
tance grants for children from financially challenged fami-
lies. For the past four years, Pacelli has qualified for and 
received $10,000 from the Kremer Foundation supporting 
ten students with $1,000 annual scholarships. 

United Way of Mower County supports county Kindergarten 
Prep preschool programs with scholarships based on fi-
nancial need.  Annually, Pacelli receives between $6,000 - 
$7,000 to assist preschool families with tuition. The County 
also provides Rainbow Route bus transportation for fami-
lies in need. 

In the words of Bishop George Murry, chairman of the Na-
tional Catholic Education Association board of directors, 
“Catholic schools are integral to our nation’s character — 
serving the common good, strengthening local communi-
ties, and building the Kingdom of God on earth. For centu-
ries, Catholic schools have provided a well-rounded educa-
tion to disadvantaged families, new arrivals to America and 
to all who seek a seat in our schools. We have always tried 
to accommodate families of all backgrounds while main-
taining our principles and teaching in a spirit of charity.” 

Consider how you might support our schools, our families, 
our students, our teachers. Be the pillar that holds up stu-
dents who might otherwise be unable to receive a desired 
Catholic education. 

Top: Cindy Enfield, Pacelli Staff member, volun-
teer, and grandparent, poses with her 4th grade 
grandson, Eli Loverink at Grandparents Day.  

Right: 2nd grader, Diego Ortiz Reyes, dresses up 
as Saint Jude for Pacelli’s annual Halloween 
Parade and classroom party. 

Left: Sixth grade students, 
Daniela Camarena-
Gonzalez, Coral Alfaro 
Hernandez, & Kevin Ortiz 
Reyes, show what they 
know by diligently com-
pleting a social studies 
assessment. 



 

 

The Learning Continued… From a Distance 
Due to the Coronavirus pandemic and 

orders from Governor Walz, all schools 

across the state of Minnesota were 

required to close their doors and tran-

sition into a ‘Distance Learning’ meth-

od.  At Pacelli, we witnessed the ma-

jority of our preschool - grade 12 stu-

dents and parents able to engage in 

their academic advancement during 

this time.  While distance learning was 

not the best situation, our staff com-

mitted to making that time as close 

to “normal” as possible for our school 

family.  The dedication our teachers 

presented to their school family was 

amazing. We feel highly blessed to be 

able to work alongside such a group of 

teachers.  Students in grades 4-12 

used 1:1 Chromebooks and Google 

classroom. Parents were able to get 

curbside delivery of learning packets 

for Tiny Shamrock Preschool through 

grade 3 as well as in-person virtual 

lessons delivered by their teachers.  

Although we were apart, we 

were always in this together! 
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“What has been the best part of this experience is con-
necting with the students on Zoom. Being able to meet 
and talk with them virtually, has been a great to stay in 
touch.  I miss the between class conversations and I 
think the students do as well.  Zoom has been a nice way 
to maintain that personal connection.” 

 -Mr. Gentle, 7-12 Social Studies Teacher 



 

DISTANCE LEARNING 
 We Are Pacelli Strong! 
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“Reading is developing at a rapid pace in Kin-
dergarten. To help the students maintain their 
love of reading, and to stay focused on doing 
their work, a play lizard was provided in their 
packet each week. The students’ job was to 
care for their lizard by reading to it each day. 
Students also had opportunities to earn digital 
rewards. These rewards were very effective! 
Zoom meetings were filled with laughter and 
joy, and surprise envelopes added happiness to 
their day when the mail was delivered. We 
missed each other, but were staying healthy 
while being apart.”  

- Mrs. McMahon, Kindergarten Teacher     



 

 

 

Gary and Carol have been an integral part of Pacelli for over 50 years. They both grew up in South Dakota 
where they attended elementary and high school. They met in college, married and had three children who 
attended St. Augustine, Queen of Angels and graduated from Pacelli: Tara Lee in 1985, Brett in 1990 and 
Angie in 1992. 

Carol graduated from Southern State College with a BA in Education. She taught in Lyle, was a childcare 
provider, a sales associate at Seifert’s, Grandma’s House Gift and Home Accessories and Stuttgart Tan and 
Travel. Carol has served and continues to serve as “historian” for Pacelli for many years, clipping news arti-
cles and providing Pacelli friends and family with all of the latest Pacelli news.  

Gary attended grades K-12 at Highmore, South Dakota. He also graduated from Southern State College with 
a BA in English. After his first year of teaching in South Dakota, Gary came to Pacelli where he stayed for 
the remaining 44 years of his teaching career. Even in retirement Gary continues to keep scorebooks at 
every game for LP athletics and he is the “go to” substitute teacher for all subject areas. Gary’s love and 
passion for Pacelli continues to shine through in so many ways! 

Both Carol and Gary enjoy attending Pacelli plays, concerts, sports and events. They love to share stories 
about Pacelli traditions and values. They are one of Pacelli’s greatest marketing tools! They share everything 
“Pacelli” with the community of Austin. They take the time to express gratitude and appreciation with fre-
quent handwritten thank you notes to Pacelli staff to recognize the efforts and good work that they give to 
our students and families. 

Gary says that he was always impressed by the students’ involvement beyond classes. One of his fondest 
memories was the 1992 State Basketball Championship. He comments “Not only were the players outstand-
ing students and athletes, they all created great lives for their families and themselves.” 

Gary Erlandson passed away April 27, 2020. 

Gary & Carol Erlandson 

Bill and Mary Christopherson are part of a three generation Pacelli family and lifelong members of St. Augus-
tine Catholic Church. They first met in second grade while attending Columbus Elementary School. They mar-
ried in 1954 and were blessed with twelve children:  Patrick ’74, Mark ’75, Teresa ’76, Thomas ’77, Jane ’79, 
Katherine ’80 (presently teaching at Pacelli), Joseph ’81, Anne ’82 (former Pacelli teacher), Daniel ’84, Peter 
’88, and Matthew ’89. All of their children were graduates of Pacelli except their son John who died at birth in 
1968.  

Bill who passed away in 2012, graduated from St. John’s University with a degree in Business Administration 
in 1953. He had a minor in education and did his practice teaching at Pacelli. He also served for two years in 
the US Army before beginning his 42-year career at Hormel.  

Mary graduated from the College of St. Teresa, Winona, MN in 1953 with a degree in nursing. Following grad-
uation, she worked at St. Olaf Hospital in Austin, Sibley Memorial Hospital in Washington D.C. and later with 
the pathology department at St. Olaf Hospital. 

Bill and Mary were lifelong advocates for Catholic schools. Bill actively served on school boards, led two Capi-
tal Campaigns and several other fundraising efforts and coached basketball after retirement. Mary says, “We 

have so many fond memories of Pacelli, but we are especially grateful to our former teachers, the parish 
priests and the Sisters of St. Francis (the God Squad at Basketball games), who were always present inside 
and outside the classroom.” 

Pacelli Hall of Honor 2019 
Congratulations to the newest inductees to Pacelli’s Hall of Honor. These individuals were 

honored at Pacelli’s Annual Gala on Saturday, November 16th, at the Hormel Historic Home. 

William (posthumously) & 
Mary Christopherson 

Both Tom ’84 and Tricia ’85 were born and raised in Austin and are both the youngest of seven children. 
They were both very active and served as leaders while at Pacelli. After graduation they moved to Cedar 
Rapids for two years and moved back to Austin where they have remained since. 

Tom is the Chief Financial Officer for Reichel Foods, Inc. in Rochester and Tricia is the Human Resources 
Director for the City of Austin.  They both continue to give back to Pacelli and the community of Austin in 
many ways.  They have been long-time supporters of the Austin Bruins Hockey organization with Reichel 
Foods sponsorship.  The Austin Bruins Foundation, in turn, has been very generous in supporting Pacelli 
Catholic schools both financially and with player support with academic visits with students.   Tom also organ-
izes a generous Reichel Foods donation of  nutritious snacks for all of the students during their annual Track 
and Field event each spring. 

The couple was very active in the community while raising their two children, Brad and Dan, whose families 
both live in Austin. They enjoy attending community events and stay involved in the Pacelli community 
through relationships with their friends and their friends’ children, former teachers and coaches. They have 
helped to keep the memory of Jim Grebin (fellow 1984 graduate) alive through a scholarship program in 
Jim’s name at Pacelli.  

The Wiechmanns shared that they have many fond memories while attending Pacelli including “meeting each 
other to create a lifetime of memories.” 

Tom & Trish Wiechmann  
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Laura Sheedy has given many years to her alma mater. She is involved in many school areas. Not only does 
she teach Jr. High Math, but she coordinates numerous activities outside of the classroom setting as Student 
Council Advisor for grades 7-12. She is responsible for the yearbook, homecoming week, flurry week, danc-
es, finding chaperones, assisting at prom and organizing graduation. She is a wonderful role model for stu-
dents and staff. Her drive and perseverance are incredible examples of being able to follow through while 
also being open to adjusting to new situations.  

Her rapport with students is remarkable. Laura is completely involved with the seniors for Homecoming and 
planning various activities for the week. She coordinates the Christmas Basket project with a total Catholic 
perspective. Eagle Bluff, along with its fundraisers, is her gift to middle school. Trips to Washington, D.C., 
and Italy two summers from now, are examples of her love of educating our students outside the classroom. 
Organizing the PALS program and partnering elementary students with student athletes is her gift to our 
younger students. The excitement that she generates in the younger PALS as they prepare surprises and 
well-wishes to encourage their older student athlete PALS before a game is inspirational and heartwarming. 
The admiration seen in the young students’ eyes when their student athlete recognizes them at lunch or 
gives them a high five on the playground is testament to the success of this program. 

And where would we be without that ever present camera? Marketing is her middle name. Facebook posts, 
media articles, files full of pictures that are drawn from to tell the Pacelli story.  

Laura's work ethic and faith doesn’t end at school. She brings it all home with her as a steward of the earth 
on the Sheedy farm. She is always caring for God’s creatures in one way or another. Pacelli is so fortunate to 
have Ms. Laura Sheedy. We are grateful for her love of Pacelli and all that she does to share this love with 
students, staff, and families. 

Congratulations to Pacelli’s 2019-2020 

Teacher of the Year - Laura Sheedy 

For more information regarding the Hall of Honor Awards (Distinguished Alumni Award and the     

Distinguished Service Award), the Staff Member of the Year Award, or to fill out a Nomination Form 

please visit Pacelli’s website: www.pacellischools.org. Under “Support Pacelli,” click on “Gala,” then 

click on the “Nomination Form” button.  Save the Date! Next Gala & HOH Event: Nov. 14, 2020   

       
 

         

 
        

Andrea Severtson 
 Administrative Assistant &                 

Enrollment Coordinator 
   asevertson@pacellischools.org 

Marie Viker 
Child Care Director 

mviker@pacellischools.org  

Kelsey Stenzel 
Dean of Students 

kstenzel@pacellischools.org  

    Pacelli staff can also be reached by calling the school at 507-437-3278 

By Jean McDermott, Pacelli 
Principal and President 
Photo Credit: Jean McDermott 

(Continued from page 4) 
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David Hardwick (’56) became 

a part of the Austin communi-

ty in 1952 when his father 

moved the family to open a 

Ben Franklin franchise at the 

then brand-new Sterling 

Shopping Center.  Entering St. 

Augustine High School (now 

Pacelli) as a freshman he 

graduated with less than dis-

tinguished credentials and 

with no plans to further his 

education.  The school’s prin-

cipal, Father James Habiger, 

sarcastically told him, “it’s just 

as well, you would never 

make it through college.” 

Taking this as a challenge, 

Hardwick applied to and was 

accepted by St. John’s Univer-

sity, receiving a small scholar-

ship due to the efforts on his 

behalf by Father Habiger, 

himself.  Pacelli launched him 

and nurtured him as he ma-

tured and developed his 

sense of purpose. 

Very taken by the liberal arts, 

he also found himself drawn 

toward the sciences and grad-

uated with majors in both 

physics and English.  His first 

job coming out of college was 

with Honeywell at their Re-

search Center in Hopkins, MN.  

He was assigned to work with 

a team studying ruby crystals 

as a possible medium for la-

sers, a technology that was a 

“product without an applica-

tion” at the time.  That situa-

tion soon changed. 

New lasers were being discov-

ered every few weeks, the 

most intriguing being gas la-

sers.  He won a contract with 

the Naval Research Center to 

build a helium-neon version, 

beating out the competition 

to reach the finish line first.  

The competition, Spectra-

Physics, came to Minnesota in 

the middle of winter and re-

cruited him to join their firm 

and move to sunny California.  

As a young man of 27, he was 

then sent to Scotland to start 

up manufacturing operations 

there.  His seven year tenure 

at Spectra-Physics was fol-

lowed by a career focused on 

building and investing in tech 

start-up companies and serv-

ing on tech company boards 

for firms working on a diverse 

array of enterprises ranging 

from determining the number 

and type of insects in agricul-

tural environments to elimi-

nating the effects of patient 

movements while in MRI ma-

chines.   

His wife Kathy is a retired so-

cial worker still retaining her 

husband as a client.  Son Ian is 

a social worker in Oregon and 

daughter Jessica has returned 

to Scotland to pursue tech 

opportunities in the tradition 

of her father.  Siblings Pat, 

Paul, and Mary were Pacelli 

grads, as well. 

The memory of the incredibly 

patient nuns who worked so 

hard to teach, and the tough-

ness and fairness of Father 

Habiger remain with David to 

this day.  His advice to Pacelli 

students would be “whether 

you choose to be a farmer or 

work in foreign service, a 

physicist or a plumber, a doc-

tor or a dancer-- pick some-

thing you love to do when you 

choose a career path… pick 

carefully, love your work, and 

have a great life!”  
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David Hardwick 

 We are striving to connect with Pacelli Alumni. 

Please go to our website www.pacellischools.org to update your contact information. 

Click on "update my information" on the home page.  

Another option is cutting and filling out this convenient form and mailing it to Pacelli using the 
remittance envelope inside this Shamrock. 

Name: _______________________  Email Address: _____________________ 

Graduation Year: ________   Address: __________________________  

Phone Number: _________________      __________________________  

Thank you for helping us stay connected! 

http://www.pacellischools.org/


 

28th Annual Pacelli     
Benefit Auction Goes     
Virtual and Exceeds Goal! 
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 Connecting Pacelli Alumni 

 

When Pacelli first learned that the annual benefit auction needed to be a vir-
tual event due to the Coronavirus many were concerned about meeting the 
financial goal of $300,000. Father Steffes assured that “God will provide”... 
And He did!  
 
Thanks to the many generous supporters, Pacelli exceeded the goal.  

Because of the online format this year support was received from extended 
family members, friends, and alumni living outside of Austin. The generous 
$50,000 challenge from Jim and Jeanne Sheehan 
provided an amazing incentive for the Big Give.  
 
Next year’s Benefit Auction is set for April 17, 2021. 
Please contact Irene Nelson at:                                
inelson@pacellischools.org or 507-437-3278 if you 
are interested in participating by serving on a com-
mittee, donating, or attending the event.  

Larry & Teri Pfeil (top) and Mary 
Christopherson (left) all dressed up in 
their best Kentucky Derby attire! 

Photo Credit: Thanks to Teri and Mary 
for sending in these great photos!   

Please reach out to Rebecca Tofte, Pacelli Advancement Director, rtofte@pacellischools.org or 612-787-6999, if you would like 
more information regarding the next Alumni event and other opportunities to connect with classmates from your alma mater. 

Photo Credit: Rebecca Tofte Photo Credit: Rebecca Tofte 

On October 22, 2019 a group of Pacelli Alumni who 
live in the Twin Cities and the surrounding area, 
gathered at Pinstripes in Edina, to connect with each 
other and to get an update on Pacelli. 

Watch for more alumni gatherings around the Twin Cities and beyond in 2020  

Pacelli Alumni living in the Twin Cities area gathered 
for an evening of fun and reminiscing on January 23, 
2020 at the Redstone American Grill in Minnetonka. 

mailto:inelson@pacellischools.org


 

Annual Giving Recognition 
The individuals listed below recognize the critical importance of educating students who are formed in their faith, 

academically accomplished, and equipped for real life experiences beyond Pacelli Catholic School. The following 

list of benefactors reflects gifts received by the Department of Advancement from July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020.  

Photo Credit: Laura Sheedy 
$50,000-$99,999 

 Catholic Foundation of 
Southern Minnesota 

 *Larry & Teresa Pfeil 

 *Jim & Jeanne Sheehan 

$20,000-$49,999 

 John & Gloria Brunner 

 Mary Christopherson 

 Hiawatha Education Foun-
dation #3 

 Hormel Foods Corporation 
Charitable Trust 

 *Holly LaVallie 

 Simplified Technology Solu-
tions 

 The Hormel Foundation 

 The Richard M. Schulze 
Family Foundation 

 United Way of Mower 
County, Inc. 

$5,000-$19,999 

 *Scott & Kristin Aakre 

 Austin Bruins Foundation 

 Rolf & Faye Bollingberg 

 *Daniel & Mary-Ann Chris-
topherson 

 Jeffrey & LeAnn Ettinger 

 Stephen & Shelley King 

 Randy & Wendy Kramer 

 

 George and Mary Kremer 
Foundation 

 *Vincent & Nancy Maloney 

 Rod & Jean McDermott 

 James & Janice Mino 

 *Jacob & Sarah Nelsen 

 Gary & Pat Ray 

 Dr. Douglas & Debbie Reetz 

 *Anthony & Joni Roehl 

 United Health Group 

$2,500-$4,999 

 *Ryan & Robyn Bickler 

 Paul & Carla Boisjolie 

 *Matthew & Kyron Chris-
topherson 

 Joseph & Elizabeth A. Chris-
topherson 

 *Michael & Christine Fred-
erick 

 Phyllis Freund 

 (James) & Joan Hayden 

 Bill & Susan Horner 

 Ronni Landherr 

 Lickteig Farms, LLC 

 Medtronic 

 Otto C. Winzen Charitable 
Fund 

 Belita Schindler 

 United Catholic Schools 
Foundation of Austin MN 
Inc. 

 Thomas & Tricia Wiech-
mann 

 Leon & Kathleen Zender 

$1,000-$2,499 

 Anonymous (2) 

 John & Pamela Adams 

 Richard & Judi Bergen 

 Gary & Diane Bickler 

 Richard & Deanna Brekken 

 Colette Chaffee 

 Nick & Kathleen Dinneen 

 Mike & (Kitty) Garry 

 *Jeremiah & Sarah Johnson 

 Larry & Linda Keenan 

 Mary King 

 Land Home Financial Ser-
vices, Inc. 

 Warren & Gwen Larson 

 *Daniel & Dianne Plunkett 
Latham 

 Lickteig & Bastyr Farms, LLC 

 *Ray J. & Linda Locher, Jr. 

 Thomas & Donna Maas 

 Dennis & Myrna McCor-
mack 

 Minnesota Independent 
School Forum 

 Benjamin & Robyn Murray 

 Operation Round Up 

 Thomas & Pat Purcell 

 Thomas & Diann Rauen 

 Thomas Schaub 

 Dave & Linda Scherer 

 Mark Stadtherr & Joan 
Brennecke 

 Fr. James Steffes 

 The Joseph Company, Inc. 

 Carter & Meg Wagner 

 James P. & Lynn Wangen 

 Jeff & Sherry Weaver 

 Bob & Colleen Weimer 

 Stephen & Melissa Wiggins 

 Dr. Michael & Nyla Zender 

$500-$999 

 Anonymous (2) 

 Michael & Kathleen 
(Sheedy) Kurz 

 Theodore & Mary Adams 

 *James T. & Sue Anderson 

 Austin Area Foundation 

 Austin Builders Supply Inc. 

 Roger & Elizabeth Blake 

 David & Mary Crandall 

 Neil & Peggy Drees 

 Michael & Pam Gentle 

 David & Kathy Hardwick 

 Philip E. Hatten 

 Joseph & Ellie Huffman 

 Randy & Teresa Judd 

 Ben & Allyson Klankowski 

 Tom & Rebecca Klingfus 

 John & Donna Kluczny 

 Carol Krause 

 Steven & Marnie Leif 

 Leif Tax Service 

 Bonnie Murray 

 Joel J. & Carrie Nelson 

 Pacelli Class of 1959 

 Mark Patrick 

 *John & Amy Sand 

 Darlene Schottler 

 William Sherman 

 William Taufic Photog-
raphy, Inc. 

 Terry & Rebecca Tofte 

 Gary & Jane Weiers 

$250-$499 

 Anonymous (2) 

 American Legion Post 91 

 Amy Bickler 

 Daniel & Patty Blaser 

 Paul Chase & Mary Anger-
man 

 Peter & Diane Christopher-
son 

 Richard Epley 
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 Brett & Kristin Erlandson 

 Joe & Cindy Fuhrman 

 *David & Elsie Groth 

 Richard Guenther 

 The Kris Heichel Team pow-
ered by Fairway Mortgage 

 Donald A. Igou 

 Joel & Beth Johnson 

 Steve & Lisa Kocer 

 Jim & Mary Lang 

 Joe Leif 

 Paul & Debbie Leif 

 Bernice Mahnke 

 Jerome & Suzanne McCarthy 

 McNeely Tax & Accounting LLC 

 Michael & Beverly R. O'Con-
nor 

 Jim & Pat Parlin 

 Scott & Christy Rogne 

 Jim & Mitzi Schenk 

 David & Marcy Schuh 

 Colin Sheehan 

 Ellen E. Stark 

 Richard & Hannah Stone 

 Paul & Carol Tilkes 

 Daniel & Acacia Wiechmann 

 Jeffrey Wilkinson 

$100-$249 

 Anonymous 

 Lewis & Lavonne Aase 

 Janet Adams 

 Daniel & Susan Adams 

 LeRoy & Theresa Baldus 

 John & Verneice Beckel 

 Craig & Lynn Blake 

 Sandra J. Bonnes 

 Dennis & Susan Bray 

 Bremer Bank 

 Tim & Jaci Brennan 

 Stephen & Arlene Brick 

 Jerry & Joyce Brown 

 Jonathan Brunner 

 Jonathan & Iclal Buckles 

 Donald Carlson 

 Lester & Anita Casterton 

 *Ron & Nancy Christensen 

 Jason & Lia Culbert 

 Thomas & Jane Cummings 

 John & Jane Curran 

 Timothy & Elaine Delhanty 

 *Chad & Ashley Donicht 

 L Drew 

 Tara Felten 

 George & Kathleen Finnegan 

 Laura Fisher 

 Glen & Ann Fuller 

 Jeff & Renee Galloway 

 Timothy & Tracy Garry 

 Estate of Donna M. Goetz 

 Richard & Erin Gross 

 Richard & Darlene Gunderson 

 Wes & Jean Halverson 

 Pat & Renee Harty 

 Alan & Jean Heimer 

 Gary Heimer 

 Steve Heimer 

 Karen Holdgrafer-Berry 

 Stephen & Mary (Welsh) Hol-
torf 

 Mari Ingram 

 John & Rita Jette 

 Michael G. Jette 

 John Jorgenson 

 Brenda Kemmerick 

 Jack & Carol Kiefer 

 Donald & Lisa Kocik 

 Jerry Kraemer 

 Kelly Jo Leif 

 Edward & Mary G. Leif-Huber 

 Bob & Kathy Loecher 

 Shannon Loecher 

 Kyle & Brittany Logan 

 John & Dianne Ludvigsen 

 Brian & Therese Maas 

 Mark & Holli Mayer 

 John & Catherine M. Mayer 

 Ronald & Nancy McAllister 

 Daniel McAnally 

 Karen McElrath 

 David & Theresa McGuire 

 Charlotte McKee 

 Jerome & Sharon Meier 

 Greg & Anne Meyer 

 Richard L. Miller 

 Jeffrey & Lori Mittag 

 Howard & Dolores Nielsen 

 Renee Njos 

 Shaun E. O'Connor 

 Jeanette O'Leary 

 Overby Orthodontics 

 Dave Paul 

 Sharon Peroutka 

 Donald & Jane Pesch 

 Scott & Melanie Pfeil 

 Peter Plunkett 

 Potach & Mitchell Dental 
Clinic, PA 

 Beverly J. Quinn 

 Lael E. Ramaley 

 Donald & Gayle Reisch 

 Dovetail Renovation Inc. 

 Wayne & Mary Rogne 

 James D. Russell 

 Paul L. & Caroline Sagunsky 

 Zach & Lisa Schara 

 Luke A. Schilling 

 William & Mary Ellen Schmid 

 Charles M. & Dorothy 
Schmitz 

 Tom & Kim Schulte 

 Bernard & Ann Schulte 

 Laura Sheedy 

 Harold C. & Janine Shepersky 

 Fr. Raul Silva 

 Thomas & Barbara Singsank 

 Marvin & Joan I. Skogebo 

 McKenzie Sloan 

 Larry & Marsha Stenzel 

 Kenneth & Shirley Stephan 

 Leslie Stiles 

 Larry P. & Janet Sunderman 

 Patricia Swenson 

 John & Janet Thill 

 *Thomas & Janet Titus 

 Jim Weber 

 David F. & Colleen Weber 

 Audrey M. Weiss 

 Brian Winkels 

 Robert W. & Geraldine 
Wolf 

 

WAYS TO 
MAKE A GIFT 

CASH GIFTS 
A cash gift is the simplest way to 
give.  It provides Pacelli Catholic 
School with immediate access to 
funds.  To make a cash gift, you can 
pay by credit card or direct debit 
online, or mail a check. 

PLEDGES 
A pledge allows an individual to 
commit to making a series of dona-
tions over a period of time, even 
several years.  This option can help 
make substantial contributions 
more feasible. 

MATCHING GIFTS 
Each year, corporations match gifts 
to Pacelli Catholic Schools through 
employee matching gift pro-
grams.  You can make double the 
donation simply by getting your gift 
matched. 

BEQUEST IN YOUR 
WILL 
An individual may make a bequest 
to designate a certain amount or 
specific item(s) to Pacelli Catholic 
School in their estate plan (whether 
by Will or Trust.) 

ESTATE GIFTS 
An individual may also give a life-
time gift by transferring real estate 
titles. This option may allow for 
significant tax benefits.  

STOCK GIFTS 
As in real estate, there is an option 
to give a lifetime gift of stocks, 
bonds, or other investment securi-
ties (including mutual funds.) Simi-
lar to a real estate transaction, this 
option may yield tremendous tax 
benefits. 

PAYROLL DEDUCTION– 
PACELLI STAFF 
Pacelli employees have the oppor-
tunity to give a recurring monthly 
gift through payroll deductions. 
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 Deceased 

* A portion of this donor’s total was matched 
by one of the following companies:  

- Hormel Foods Corporation Charitable Trust 
- Medtronic 
- UnitedHealth Group  

We are grateful to over 270 donors who have made gifts under $100. Every gift makes a difference for our students.  

While we strive for the highest level of accuracy in our donor recognition list, errors do occur.                                                                                          
If you have any questions or corrections, please contact Pacelli Catholic School at 507-437-3278. 



 

2020 Pacelli Hall of Fame Inductees 
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The following individuals were elected to the Pacelli Hall of Fame for 2020. Due to the Coronavirus pan-

demic the Pacelli Booster Club opted to delay the induction banquet until next year. The banquet will     

be hosted by the Pacelli Booster Club in conjunction with the Annual Pacelli Golf Day on June 18, 2021.  

 

Steve Lenoch - Class of 1970 
Football - 3 year starter at QB, team Co-Capt., MVP, WCCO All-State Team 

Baseball - 3 year starter, pitcher/left fielder, played on 3 state tournament teams 
Selected to the All-Area Baseball Team 

1970 - played QB for Rochester St. Junior College 

Duane Johnson - Class of 1970 
Football - 1969 All-Conference CCC, Minneapolis Tribune All-State Team  
Basketball - member of the 1970 State Tournament Team 
Baseball - member of the 1969 & 1970 state tournament teams 
Austin State Junior College - 1 year football, 2 years baseball, member of the  
1972 MN Junior College State Baseball Championship team  

Suzy Jahr Hebrink - Class of 1986 
Basketball - 3 year letter winner, Tennis - 3 year letter winner & MVP 1983 
Pacelli Coach - Tennis 3 years, Basketball 2 years 
Riverland Mens & Womens Tennis Coach 2000-2004,  
Region Coach of the Year 2000, 2001, 2002, 2004, coached 9 All-Americans 
Riverland Girls Basketball coach 16 years, coached 3 All-Americans 

Missy Blaser Voigt - Class of 1999 
Volleyball - 3 year letter winner, All-Conference 1998 

Basketball - 4 year letter winner, All-Conference 1998, 1999 
Softball - 5 year letter winner, 4 x All-Conference, All-State pitcher on the 4th 

place State Tournament team, 4 career no hitters, 617 career strikeouts 
Class Valedictorian 

Bill Sherman - Class of 1949 
Football - 4 year letterman, senior co-captain, All-State honorable mention  

         Baseball - Junior year for coach Dick Jewet 
    Track & Field - Senior year for coach Leo Redding 

Played football 1 year at Loras College on scholarship, 1 year Austin Junior College 

Mario Retica - Coach 1937-1941 
Football - 3 year coaching record 15-4-1 
Basketball - Catholic State Basketball Champions 1938, 1939, 1940 
4 x participant in the National Catholic School Tournament 
Coached Buhl H.S. to 1942 State Basketball Championship  
Coached Hibbing H.S. to five State Basketball Championships  
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Made possible through the support of alumni and friends. 

Thank you! 

Daniela Camarena (6th) & Jayden Lewis (11th) were awarded   
the Joy Koll Memorial Scholarship 

Adah Baron (not pictured (6th)) and Buay Koak (9th) were 
awarded the Danny Rysavy Memorial Scholarship. 

Abigail Christoperson (9th) was pre-
sented the Judge Warren F. Plunkett 

Memorial Scholarship 

Madison Rysavy (11th) was awarded 
the Jim Grebin Memorial Scholarship 

Madeline Rogne (9th) received 
the Kellsey Hogan                    

Memorial Scholarship 

Amarie Vlasek (9th) was awarded the 
Diane Murphy Memorial Scholarship 

Rachel Nelsen (12th) and Rory Bickler (12th) were 
awarded the National Merit Scholarship 

Sunny Mehta Morgado (12th) was           
presented the Ettinger-Wallin Scholarship 



 THE SHAMROCK 17 

Jack Klingfus (8th) and Samuel Nelsen (11th)                
received the Austin Builder Supply Scholarship 

Zach Bollingberg (11th) and Blake Klingfus (10th) were awarded 
the Stephen Lickteig and Richard Lickteig Memorial Scholarships 

Kirsten Koopal (7th), Kaylee Christopherson (11th), Lexi Lewis (7th), and Morgan Klankowski (7th)  
were awarded the Pacelli Staff Scholarship 

Ethan Knox (9th) received the             
Sarah Hatten Memorial Scholarship 

Alana Rogne (10th), Caitlin Drees (10th), and Kendahl Lewis (9th)                                                                       
were awarded the Sue Kemmerick-Horner Scholarship 

Seniors, Sunny Mehta-Morgado and Rory Bickler, 
received the Shamrock Boy and Shamrock Girl Award 

Congratulations to 

the 2020 Scholarship 

& Award Recipients!  

Your hard work and       

dedication is appreciated 

and well-deserved. 



 

2019-2020 

School Year 

Highlights 

1. Father Steffes and seminarian Matt Nordquist talk about religious vocations with a group of Pacelli high school boys while 
enjoying a pizza lunch during Catholic Schools week. 
 
2. Mach Diang and Abbey Neve are all smiles after being selected Pacelli 2019 Homecoming King and Queen.  
 
3. PAL member, Noah Heimer, runs the gauntlet prior to an LP (Lyle-Pacelli) basketball game.  PAL is an organization in which 
elementary boys and girls are paired with Pacelli high school athletes.  Mentorship and camaraderie experiences are provided 
throughout the year.  
 
4. Carrie Nelson assists kindergarten students wrapping their purchases from the PTCA sponsored Christmas Shoppe.   Students 
are able to purchase two items for $1.00 each to give to their family. 
 
5. After attending the performance, Pacelli kindergarten students pose with Pacelli sophomore Lynsey McMahon, cast member 
of the Austin Matchbox Children’s Theater’s  Pecos Bill & Slue-Foot Sue Meets The Dirty Dan Gang.  
 
6. Steve Hoeppner, Vice President of the Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation, presents a $25,000 Challenge Grant check to 
Jean McDermott, President/Principal, and Rebecca Tofte, Advancement Director for Pacelli Catholic Schools.   The Foundation 
required that Pacelli raise $25,000 from new donors.  This first-time grant provided support to the school for the development of 
an early childhood business plan and the expansion of the advancement department.  

6 
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7. Graduation 2020 took on a new look in light of COVID-19 requirements. A parking lot ceremony in front of the high school 
main entrance was the venue for the Pacelli Class of 2020. 

 
8. Pacelli Elem. students thank local veterans after the Veteran’s Day program and celebration held in the All Saints Arena gym. 

 
9. The Pacelli K-12 family comes together for special events - religious, academic, and fun - during Catholic Schools Week. Stu-
dents compete to eat Dangling Donuts as their K-12 peers cheer them on in the Pacelli auditorium. 

 
10. Pacelli seniors, William Kahle and Rachel Nelsen, prepare for the Minnesota State High School League (MSHSL) One Act 
play competition, along with crew member Abbey Neve. Pacelli’s entry “About Yesterday” has a cast of two and is written and 
directed by Pacelli supporter and former parent, Tim J. Brennan. 

 
11. The Pacelli Women’s Honor Choir perform Christmas songs and wish viewers a “Merry Christmas from the entire Pacelli 
family!” at the KSMQ Public Television studio in Austin. This taping was later televised as part of their annual PBS Christmas 
special. 

 
12. Eight of the twenty-one high school students selected to be part of this year’s Mower County CEO (Creating Entrepreneurial 
Opportunities) program were Pacelli juniors and seniors. CEO is a year-long, two-credit course designed to utilize partnerships 
that provide an overview of business development and processes.  The Mower County business community partners with area 
schools to create project-based experiences for students by providing funding, expertise, meeting space, business tours, and one-
on-one mentoring.  
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 Front cover: Mrs. Kathy Neve, Pacelli 2nd grade teacher, and Abbey Neve, Pacelli senior, drove through Austin sharing positive messages 
with Mrs. Neve’s students. The gesture and inspiring signs were appreciated during Distance Learning due to the Coronavirus pandemic.  

Pacelli educates students in the Catholic intellectual tradition, providing a lifelong foundation grounded in Christ’s love,                                                 
faith in God, service to community, and academic achievement that inspires our students to “Be More.” 
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The Class of 2020 is an exceptional group of young women and 
men. Co-Valedictorians, Rory Bickler and Rachel Nelsen, along 
with Salutatorian, Shenali DeSilva highlight the character of 
this Class with excerpts from their commencement speeches. 
 
It's an interesting time in which we live. Lots of fear, lots of 
uncertainty. Pacelli is a safe place to protect us from that un-
certainty. We had each other. We had teachers that we knew 
we could count on. I can confidently say that the class of 2020 

will be very prepared for life.  We lost our senior 
spring but gained so many life lessons. Thank 
you to everyone that has made this Pacelli 
family possible, from my parents and grand-
parents to the teachers, staff, and everyone 
who has helped us grow. You helped to form 
us and to create the safety in Pacelli that we 

needed to thrive.  
Rachel Nelsen, Co-Valedictorian 

 
Looking into the future can be terrifying, especially in the times 
we are in. Recently, more light has been shed on the issues of 
people of color in America. Every single one of us was born 
with some sort of privilege, some more than others. I hope that 
each of us can acknowledge the power we have and use it to 

benefit those who struggle. Remember that si-
lence is compliance, and each of us can use 
our voices to speak up for what is right. Edu-
cate yourself and see what you can do to 
help. I am what makes this country beautiful, 
as is every single person listening to me right 
now. Hear me when I say: We are the future.  

Shenali DeSilva, Salutatorian 

Maya Angelou once said, “If you don’t like something, change it. 
If you can’t change it, change your attitude.” Today, I could have 
focused on the sadness of all we have lost as a senior class, 
but instead I choose to focus on the happiness that comes from 
achieving this goal and the excitement of all that lies ahead. 
Because of the days spent at Pacelli we have learned the val-
ues of faith, scholarship, and service. Faith isn’t just present in 
our lives when we go to Mass or study in religion class.  Faith 
is also present when we pray as a team right before a cross 
country race or silently send up our thoughts and prayers eve-
ry time we hear a siren. Scholarship is not just a commitment 
to academics, but also striving to continually learn more, to 
never be done with learning. The teachers we have had at 
Pacelli have taught us to always ask questions and to be open-
minded as we continue on our learning journey. Service is 
more than just something we have to do at Pacelli, but some-
thing we quickly find we WANT to do.  May we always remem-
ber to not just serve, but to do so with that same joyful heart 
we have seen in our Pacelli community. Our stories, after this 
moment, will diverge; we will each take our own path, but we 
take with us in our hearts these Pacelli values: Faith, Scholar-
ship, and Service, to guide us on our journeys. Never forget to 
let God coauthor your story. Graduates, if you are comfortable 

doing so, please exit your vehicle and stand in 
front of your vehicle… Will you please join me 

in moving your tassel from right to left. I 
now present to you the Class of 2020. Honk 
your horns and cheer in celebration be-
cause WE DID IT. 
Rory Bickler, Co-Valedictorian 

 Facebook: facebook.com/pacellischools/            Instagram: pacellicatholic              Twitter: @PacelliCatholic 
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